A RARE AND UNUSUAL TRACT RELATING TO 
THE SLAVE TRADE TO AMERICA IN 1667 -- 


ANSWER (AN) of the Company of Royal Adventurers of England 
trading into Africa, to the Petition and Paper of certain Heads and Particulars 
thereunto relating and annexed, exhibited to the Honourable House of Com- - 
mons by Sir Paul Painter, Ferdinando Gorges, Henry Batson, Benjamin Skutt, 
and Thomas Knights, on the behalf of Themselves and Others concerned in 


His Majesties Plantations in America. 4to, half brown morocco; small stain 


| on the last leaf. {London } Anno Dom. 1667 


| A VERY RARE AND UNUSUAL TRACT RELATING TO THE SLAVE TRADE TO AMERICA. Ap- 

parently but one other copy has appeared at public sale. The Brinley copy was sold in 1878 
and this copy in 1929. There is a mutilated copy in the Britich Museum, and copies in the 
New York Public Library and the John Carter Brown Library. Ir is mentioned by Sabin, who 
locates' no copy. 

The petitioners objected that before the formation of the Company, when trade in Gala 
Coast Negroes was free to all, the English plantations had been plentifully supplied with the 
Slaves necessary to their prosperity, but that now the Company of Royal Adventurers had con- 
| tracted to supply the Spanish plantations as well as the English, and as a A *His 
Majesties Plantations in America are at present much decayed”. 


The objections and answers are on opposite pages, with a summary at the end by the 
Company in ach the petitioners are accused of being in league with the Dutch. 
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ROYAL AFRICAN COMPANY. AN ANSWER OF THE COMPANY OF 
ROYAL ADVENTURERS OF ENGLAND TR# SG INTO AFRICA, 
To THE PETITION AND PAPER OF CERTAIN {} S AND PARTICULARS 
THEREUNTO RELATING AND ANNEXED, EXHIBIT ©. THE HONOURABLE 
HousE OF COMMONS BY SIR PAUL PAINTER, FERRRENDoO GORGES, HENRY 
BATSON, BENJAMIN SKUTT, AND THOMAS KNIGHTS, on the behalf of them- 
selves and Others CONCERNED IN HIS MAJESTIES PLANTATIONS 
IN AMERICA. [London], Anno Dom. 1667. Fine large copy, polished 
levant morocco extra. Sm. 4* {£75 (637) 


*, This extremely rare privately printed piece, a copy of which we have not previously met 
with, records the action taken by the Free Traders to break down the monopoly in the trade 
for Negroes Set up by the newly founded Royal African Companv. It commences with the 
Petition to Parliament of Sir Ferdinando Gorges and his Associates setting forth how the 
prosperity of the American Plantations depended almost entirely upon a plentiful su upply of 
Negro labour, and how the demand had, in the pa<t, been plentifully met by the Free Traders 
to the advantage and profit of the Plantations, the Crown, and the Nation generally. That 
the newly erected Company of Adventurers trading to Africa had claimed to themselves the 
Sole and only right to trade for Negroes, and had obstructed all other traders, and had contracted 
with Foreigners for the supply of the Spanis.. Plantations, thus leaving the English Plantations 
in America badly supphlied at excessive prices, or not popped at all, by reason of which all the 
latter were much decayed and in danger of ine destruction. And praying Parliament 
to apply such remedy as might be fittest. Ren the Paper of certam Heads and Par- 
tsculars '' mentioned on the title, with the Reply 4 Royal African Company thereto ; also 
an Account of divers obstructions to the Free Tri and the Answers given by the Company 
to their complaints. Sik 

Evidently the Petition and any action taken againse it by the Royal African Company had 
small result in Settling the dispute, for we find that, in 1674, the King (Charles II.) isSued a 
Proclamation announcing that having granted the entire trade into and from Africa to the 
Royal African Company, and being informed that divers Subjects not members of the Company 
had endeavoured to reap the fruits thereof, he thought it fit to declare his Will and Pleasure in 
Strictly prohibiting all and every Subject excepting the Royal African Company, to exercise 


—_ trade to any part of the Coasts of Africa, or to carry any Negroes to any of his American 
ominions. 

The only copy of the above important tract we know of in America is the example in the 
John Carter Brown Library. 
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Royal Ad Venturers: 
ENGLAND 


TRADING INTO 


AF RET 


* THE 


PzTitrion and Parer of certain Heads IP 
Particulars thereunto relating and annexed, exhi- 
bited to the Honourable Houſe of Condit by 
Sir Paul Painter, Ferdinando Gorges, Henry Bat- 
ſon, Benjamin Skutt, avd T homas Knights, on the 
behalf of T hemſelves and Others concerned in 
His Majeſties Plantations in America. 
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ES Ge” ONE RA IN 


(1) 
ISSSHDIOINISHASKSHSSSHHT: 


To the Right Honourable the K nights, Citi- 
zens, and Burgefles Afembled in 
PARLIAMENT. 


The Humble Petition of Sir Paul Painter Knight, 
Ferdinando Gorges, Henry Batſon, Genile- 
men and Benjamin Skutt aud Thom as nights 
Merchants., in behalf of themſelves and others 
concerned in His Majeſties Plantations in Ame- 
CiCa, 


HUKMBLT SHEWETH, 


Hat His Majeſties Plantations (having been the 
moſt confiderable Trade of this Nation) 
were at firft raiſed, -and have been brought to 

_the.perfe ion that they now are at, and now 

do, anddid alwaies m ſt principally ſubſiſt by the labour of 

Negro Servants, and a pleatiful tupply of them. 

That formerly there hath alwaies been a freedom of 
Trade for all His Majeſt:cs Subjets for Negroes on the 
whole coaft of Guirey, by reaſon whereof the ſaid PJanta- 
tions have been plentitully ſupplied with Negroes of the beſt 


Tort, and at an indifferent rate, to the great encreale of the 


Aid Plantations and the advantage and profit of this Crown 

and Nation. 
T hat there is of late a new ereCted Company of {dwoentz- 
rexs Trading into ffrica, who claiming to themſelves the 
A 2 {ole 
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(2) 
ſole and only Trade for Negroes on the coaſt of Gainey, have 
totally obſtructed the former free Trade of all Adventurers; | 
thither ; and having contracted wich Forreiners for the 
i\upply of the Spaniſh Plantations with Negroes, do leave the | 
Exgliſþ Plantations' in America, which produce the ſame 
Commodities with the Spaniſh, either ill ſupplied, and at 
exceſſive prices, ornot at all ſupplied ; by reatn whereot, 
and of the obſtruction of the freedom of Trade for Negroes 
as aforeſaid, all His Majeſties Plantations in America are at 
preſent much decayed, and unleſs a timely remedy be pro- 


vided, will ſpeedily be brought to inevitable deſtruction. 


Tour Petitioners do therefore moſt humbly pray Your 
Honours, upon conſideration of the Premiſes, and 
of the Paper hereunto annexed,to provide ſuch re- 


medy therein as to Tour Grave Wiſdoms ſhall ſeems | 
| Feſt, 


$ And Your Petitioners, as in daty bound, 
| ſhall ever pray, @c- 


Pail Paneer, Ferdinands Gorges. 
Henry Batſon. Benjamin Skutt. 
Thomas K nights. 


(3) 


Die Veneris, 15 Now. 1667. 


Petition of Sir Paul Painter Knight, Ferdinando 
Gorges Gent. and others, on the behalf of them- 
{elves and others, concerning His Majeſties Plantations 
in America, and the Paper of certain Heads and Particu- 
lars relating thereto, and annexed to the Petition, were 

read. þ = 


Reſoved,,&c. 


Hat the ſaid Petition and Paper annexed be committed 

to the Committee of the whole Houſe appointed to take 

into confederation the general Ballance of Trades ; And that 

the Clerk, of this Houſe do deliver Copies thereof to ſuch per- 

ſons as ſhall defire the ſame on tbe behalf of the Royal Com 

pany, or other perſons concerned, who are to deliver in their 

Anſwer thereto in writing by this day ſewen-night ; and that 
the Royal Company do then cauſe their Charter to be brought in. 


WILL. GOLDESBROUGH, 
Cler. Dom. Com, 


The 


(4) 
The Paper of certain Heads and Particulars auntxed, and relating 


tothe aforementioned Petition, 


HE preat and high Advantages which have formerly accrued 
unto his Majeſty and his Subjects, by his Majeſties Colonies in 
Amzerica , may much: appear in theſe Particulars, 


7, The faid Colonies have yearly imployed aboye Four Hundred 
Sayle of Ships, moft of them conſiderable both of burthenand force, to 
the great encouragement of Navigation, ahdincreaſe of Sea-men, which 
have been ever reputed as the mayne Bulwatk and Defence of this 
Nation, 

2, The ſaid Ships for the moſt part were fraughted out with Manu- 
Etures of England, ( viz.) Shooes, Stockings, Serges, Broad-cloaths, 
Carſeys, Hatts, all forts of Wrought Iron; with great ſtore of Provi- 
fronsz #5 Beef, Butter, Flower, Peaſe, &*c, which gave Imploymenr and 
Bread to many Thouſands of Fanulies here, and put a Value uponthe 
Commodities of our own Growth and ManufaQure z which otherwiſe 
would have ſoon abated in their price, and been of lirtte worth, 

>. The ſaid Ships inreturn of the {aid Goods and Manufactures came 
taden hottte with Sugars, Corron, Ginger, Indigo, Tobacco, &c. all 
which were produced by the Induſtry of the laborious Planter , with the 
kelp and former conftant ſupply of Negroes brought to them from rhe 
Coaſt of Gzizgy, &c, without which the'faid Colonies rulſt inevicably 
bereduced to rtine 4nd defifuRion. 

4. The ManufaQtury of this Nation exported, asalfo the Sugars, ec. 
imported, brought in a great Revenue unto his Majeſties Cuſtomes; 
which was not ohely very conſiderable in its ſelf, in reſpect of other vaſt 
Advantages which accrued thereby unto his Majeſty and Subjedts in ge- 
neral , (viz,) Tire moſt part of the ſaid Sugars, (c. were from hence 
thipt our again and exported into Foreign Countries , and by that 
means returned tack unto vs large ſurmmes of Money or Commodities 
equivalent, for that upon the great Wheel of Trade of good and Staple 
Commoditicsare lictle inferior to, or lets affected than ready Bullion. 


AN 


9) 
The Anſwer of the Royal Conepany to the Paper of certain Heads and Part;- 
Fire mentioned Petition. 


culars annexed and relating tothe s 


ons are conſiderable for the Trade of this Natian, and ſo were, 

before the Eſtabliſhment of this Company : But they ay, 
Thar the ſaid Plantations were never ſo well ſupplicd during the pre- 
tended freedom of Trade for Blacks, as they have been by this Com- 
pany,fince they wereeſtabliſhed, nor his Majefties Revenue by Cuſtoms 
larger,nor theTrade for thoſe parts ever more fully fupplied withall ſarrs 
of Metchandiſes and Proviſions, | 


þ He ſaid Company do acknowledge, That his Majeſties Plantati- 
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(6) 


An Accompt 2 divers Obſtruftions to the beforementioned Advantages, 
occafioncd by the late eretFed Company of Adventures trading 
into Africa,who have ſolely ingroſſed the Guiney Trade for Negroes; 
which muſt intvitably ruine His <Majeſties ſaid Colonies in Ameri- 
Ca, ws timely prevented. 


I, 8 HE ſaid Gaizy Trade for Negrozs was formerly Free to all 

. Adventurers, and that without prejudice t6 the Gold Trade 

there , which was heretofore manniged by the Ea## India Company , tor 
that the ſame cannot'be well maintained withour a great and general 


Charge, as the building of Forts, ſettling continued Factories, &&c. 


which the Trade for Negroes in no wiſe requires, It being the moſt 
uſual way for the ſaid Adventurers to procure their Negroes by Ranging 
or Coaſting it along thoſe vaſt Territories , without intrenching upon, 


or aſſiſtance from the ſaid Fatories and Forts, By which freedom of 
the ſaid Adyenturers Trade the Planters were heretofore plentifully 


ſupplyed with Negroes upon reaſonable tearms , without which they can- 
not ſubſiſt; And likewiſe had of courſe conſiderable Credit with the 
ſad Adventurers, whereby the ſaid Colonies have attained unto their 
late perte&tion, without any coſt or charge to this Kingdom; And unleſs 
{auch freedom be continued , the Plantations already compleated will 
ſoon decay, ana thoſe thar are in their Infancy never advance, 


67) 


And as to the Obſtrutions which they obje& this Company have 
given to that Trade, They hope this Honourable Houſe will by 
the Anſwers hereunder written receive ſatisfation, and judge 
that the Petitioners Complaints are altogether canſeleſs, 


In Anſwer to their fiſt Article, the ſaid Company ſay, 
= whole Trade of Guinty, Binny, and eAngola, was incorporated 

many years ſince by a Patent, as now it is; and thoſe Partentees 
purchaſed Lands of the Natives, and for their neceſlary ſecurity erected 
ſeveral Forts, Garriſons, and Factories, on the Gold Coaſt, and other 
places; who after they applied themſelves principally to the Trade of 
Gold, did in few years loſe the greateſt part of their Stock; and the 
reaſon was, becauſe the profit of that Trade would not defray their 
charge of maintaining Forts and FaRories, and the hire of Ships, which 
bronghe home nothiag but 2 Pot of Gold to detray their freight, there 
being ar that time very lictle or no Trade for Blacks to the Plantations. 
About ten or twelve years ſince they licenſed Ships at 10 per Cent. on 
the Cargoes : And then, the exporting of Gold out of England being 
prohibited, and the Trade of 1ndi4 being principally carried on with 
ready money, the Eaſt-India Company for hat conventency hired the 
Caſtles, Forts, and Trade of the Gold-Coaſt, of theſaid former Com« 
pany, which did turn to account to them , in regard their Ships our- 
ward bound to India touched there without any conſiderable charge, 
landed their Goods, and carried away the Gold to /n47a : Bur ſince this 
Company was erected, they having ſetled ſeveral more conſiderable 
Forts and Factories, and been at charge ro maintain them, they haye 
found, That the Trade of the GoJd-Coaſt cannot poflibly be mainrain- 
ed without the Negro Trade : And notwithſtanding what the Petirio- 
ners (ay to the contrary, That very Negro Trade cannot be carried on (0 
vell as by going firſt co the Gold-Coaſt, and raking theiice ſome of 
thoſe Negroes for Guardians to the Leeward Coaſt Vezroes. 

And ſhould not this Trade for Negroes be carried on by a Company, 
as the Petitioners confeſs the Gnld-Coaſt Trade ought to be;the Tra- 
ders would be (ubject ro the Injuries, Aﬀeonts, and Loſſes as formerly, of 
which the private Tradersa little detore the beginning of the late Dutch - 
War complained to this Honourable Houle again(t the Datch, alledging 
their Loſſes alone, immediately betore che erecting of this Company, 
to amount unto 300000 /, Sterizneg, Or thereabouts ; for the preventi- 
on of which, this Company fince their Trading there have conſtantly 
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(3) 


2. The ſaid late ereted Company are of late very much ſunk in 
their Gredits amongſt Merchants, Owners of Shipping and Tradeſmen, 
to many of whom they are very much indebted for Freight of their Ships 
2nd Goods, And being often demanded to pay the fame Debts, they 
have refuſed , and ſtill do refuſe to pay the ſame, declaring they have 
no effects in their hands to enable them fo to do; and fo by conſequence 
their Trade following their Credit, they are, and needs muſt be very un- 
capable to afford the ſaid Colonies any ſuitable ſupply of Negvoes , and 
alſo mannage their Gold-Trade ; Whereupon they have lately taken 
up an unknown way of granting their Licences to others of his Maje- 
fties good Subje&s to fetch Negroes from Guiny, exacting for the ſame 


' two, three, four and five Hundred pounds a Ship ; which (aid Snmmes 


of Money ſome have been inforced to give, or fic ſtill, and ſuffer their 
Plantations to come to ruine , which is the moſt intollerable Grievance 
and Oppreffion that *ever was impoſed upon. his Majeſties Sabjects 
planting in theſe parrs, and trading tothe ſame, 


3. They 
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ſent out Ships of force to protect their Trade for Blacks z and whenever 
that care js negleed, that Trade willbe loſt; for the charge of its prote- 
&ion cannot be maintained by private Traders. 

And the ſaid Company farther ſay , That they have ſupplied the 
Plantations more plentifully and cheaper, and given as much credit 
or more for Negroes, then ever the private Traders did or could give, 
as will appear ; by which means all the Plantations have flouriſhed more 
then ever they did, until the late War broke out : So that it may rea- 
ſonably be concluded, That if the Neers Trade ſhould be ſeparated 
from the Gold-Coaſt Trade, and fo lett open, it would certainly loſe 
the Gold-Trade, which cannot bear its own expence, and prove a great 
prejudice to, if not the ruine of the American Plantations, 


To the ſecond the ſaid Company ay, 

Tr's too true, That the Company is indebted to ſeveral perſons, occafi- 
oned by their great loſſes; viz, There was taken from them at Goree by 
ae Ruyter the value of 1000001, Sterling, at Cormentine 69000 l, Ster- 
ling, at Sereleon 4000 1, Sterling, at Syrinamand S, Chriſtophers 20000 /, 
Sterling, Bur theſe Lofles could not have ſunk the Companies Credit, 
had the Planters and Merchants, eſpecially thoſe of Barbados, complied 
with their obligations, who owe the Company 90000 /, Sterling, of 
which they of Barbados owe 60000 /, Sterling, which laſt debt is thrice 
as much as the Company owes to any beſides their own Members, Yer 
the Company do not refuſe to pay their debts, bur pay intereſt to a!l 
their Creditors, and do diſcharge Principal and Intereſt as faſt as their 
effects come in, which are coming daily, Nor have they only enough 
left to pay their debts, but likewiſe to carry on the Gold-Trade, and fur- 
11h the Plantations yearly with as many Neeroes as they ſha'l haye occafi- 
on for, and that at moderate rates, hoping they w1ll pay their old debts, 
and be more juſt and punctual in their payments in future, 

Bur yet they acknowledge, becauſe their Effects were abroad, they 
were forced rather then the Planc:tions ſhould want a ſupply of Negroes 
for this time, to give Licenſes to ſeveral perſons to Trade to Grincy, 
and have taken of them towards the majntenance of Forts 3 /, per Ton, 
or 10 per Cent. on the Cargo, which is lefs then the Company pays in 
proportion upon their whole Trade ; whicliis the courſe that hath been 
taken not only by the former Guiney Company, but by the Eaſt- India 
Company in their late united Stock : And the Company hath hither- 
to been fo careful to ſupply the Plantations, that inthe time of the-grear 


B 2 Contagion 


( 10) 


2. They have coatrated with the Spaniards to ſupply them yearly 
for a term of years with Thouſands of Neerors, which the Spaniard 
imployes in planting the ſame Commodities in his Plantations, as are 
noiy planted in His Majeſties Plantations 5 which Contraft the ſaid 
Company hitherto have not, and for the future muſt not faile to perform, 

' although his Majeſties Plantations remain totally unſupplyed; whereby 

' the Spaniſh Plantations and Commodities muſt of neceflity flouriſh and 
riſe, and his Majeſtie's moulder away, and come to nothing, Whereas 
the Free Adventurers for the Negroes Trade formerly never uſed to (ell 
any Negroes to the Spaniards or other Foreigners whatſoever , bur 
brought all ro his Majelties Plantations, and thereby the ſame being 
pleneitully and at ingifferent rates ſupplyed with Negroes , have riſen 

' tobeſo conſiderable a part of the Intereſt and care of the Crown of Exg- 
land, as they now are. | 
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4, They have greatly oppoſed the Planters in patting an unreaſon= 
able Price upon the Negrees , which were brought upon the ſaid Com- 
panies Accomprt, for that formerly they were fold for 12,14, and 16 
pounds Sterling a Head, or 16001, and 18007. of Sugar, And now of 
late Five and twenty pounds a Head Sterling would have been given by 
his Majeſties Subje&s the Planters, when at the ſame time they ſold to 
the Spaniards the Chiet of their Negroes for Eighteen pounds Sterling a 

Head,, 


C1) 
Contagion (when all people fled from the City) they did diſpatch nine 
Ships to G«zney purpoſely to ſupply them with Negroes, and ſo have 
continued diſpatching Ships ſucceſſively all the time of the late War, 
 (o that there hath not been any want of Negroes in any of the Plantations, 


To the third the ſaid Company ſay, 
It is true, That the Company underſtanding that the Spaniards 
were Treating with the Dutch Weſt-1nudia Company to furniſh them 


yearly with-a number of Negroes, for preventing of that Bargain to the. 


Hollanders (which muſt inevitably have brought a great inconveniency 
upon the Plantations, by the competition with the Hullanders for the 
procuring of Negroes) and to bring a conſiderable return in ready money 
into this Kingdom,and hoping thereby in time to introduce a Trade into 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Tndies, did contra@t with them for the delivery of a 


certain number of Negroes yearly (though at a low rate, yet ſuch as | 


would have brought yearly into this Kingdom in pieces of Eight 
10000004, Sterling,) on purpole to keep the Trade from the Dutch - 
But they never delivered to the Spaniards more then 1200 Negroes, nor 
are they obliged to deliver them any more, becauſe they have broken 
their Articles with the Company, And notwithſtanding that Agree- 
ment, the Company furniſhed the Plantations with 6000 Negroes and 
upwards \every year; which were more than they would buy of the 
Company, who were forced to keep many of them on their hands until 
they periſhed : And it ſeems very ſtrange the Planters ſhould complain 


of the Companies (elling Negroes to the Spaniards, when as they them- 
ſelves ſold many of the Negroes they bought of the Companies FaQtors. 


to the Spaniards , Nor do the Spaniards, as they alledge, imploy their 
Negroes to make the ſame Commodities as our Plantations do furniſh : 
For it's well kuown they uſe them chiefly in their Silver-Mines, and Do- 


meſtick-Service. 
| To the Fourth the ſaid Company fay; 


The Company did ſupply very plentifully all rhe Plantations with 
Neeroes; and that there might be no cauſe of Complaint, they intor- 


med themſelves immediately after the ſealing of the Patent how Negroes | 


had been ſold the four precedent years, and found that 17 1. per Head or 
2400 pound of Sugar was the medium price, and they ordered their Fa- 
| ors to ſell them to the Planters accordingly , and gave notice thereof 
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"Head, intending thereby to compel! the ſaid Planters to a moſt unreaſon- 
- able Complyance ; By which means alſo none but the Refuſe Negroes 
were left to be ſold unto the Eneltfh Planters , who refuſing to buy the 
ſaid Refuſe moſt of them died upon the (aid Companies hands; And 
the ſaid Planters have been of late ſo meanly ſupplyed , that Negroes are 
now fold to them at the rate of Thirty pounds Sterling, or Five thonſand 
Bound of Sugar each Negro; This uſage fodifcontented the Planters, 
that they reſolved not to load upon the ſaid Companies Ships, although 
the Freight was offered by them under half the value then given to other 
Ships, and the Grievances of the Planters in this particular in all Pro. 
bability might roo much contribute to the too eaſte Surrender of Ss, 
Chriſtophers and Syrinam, 


5. The Affairs of the ſaid late erefted Company are managed and 


carried on in a way very grievous, for when any Diſputes have ariſen be- 
tween them and their Maſters,and Owners of Ships,or Seamen, ec. they 
will ever be their own Judges; They have unjuſtly , and without any 
good colour, ſeized and converted to their own uſes here in Enzland di- 
vers parcels of Merchants Goods without any legal proceedings , al- 
ledging that they will not be tryed by Juryes, &c, And'if it hap- 


pen that any Perſon whoſe Goods they have wrongfully ſeized ſeek 
his remedy by !s Majeſties known Laivs of the Land, they preſently 


_ hreaten £2 cauts the Matter to be brought before, and determined by 
his 
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C23 ] 
to his Excellency the L, V:illouzhby Governor of the Barbados; to 
be communicated to all the Plantations z Who id publiſh the ſame by 
Drum and Trumpets , and cauſed the Companies printed Declaration 
to be fixed in all publick places of the Iſland of Rarbadves, cc, Co- 
pies of both which Letters are hereunto annexed, An4 the Company 
ſay itsutterly untrue, That the Planters would have given 25 /, for ſuch 
Negroes as were (014 tne Spanrards,or that none but Refule Neezroes were: 
left tobe ſold to the Planters ; for that the Company alu ayes.4id order 
them to be ſold in Lotts according to the cuſtome of the Countrey, It 
may be true, they have of late ( by reaſon of the Accidents of the War) 
paid 3o {, tor Nezroes ; and fo we have in Lozdop given 6 l. per Chal- 
dron for Coals , when before the War they were fold at2os, Butit is 
utterly untrue, That the Planters for that pretened cauſe refuſed to 
load Goods on the Companies Ships ; for they have conſtantly refuſed 
thoſe advantagious offers of c12ap Freight on the Companies Ships from 
the beginning, even at that time when Negro?s were fold them at 17 /. 
per Head, And 1t 115 a ſufficient Evidence, that Syrinam and St. Chri- 
ſtophers were very well ſupplyed with Negroes, by the great Loſs the 
Company hadin each pl:ce; and alſo by Letters received from the Go- 
vernor of Syrizam, who ownes, That the Credit they had from this 
Company had brought that Place to that good condition they were in - 
before the Dutch poſleſled it, 


To the fifth the ſaid Company ſay, 

There haye never ny differences ariſen between the Company and 
any of their Maſters and Owners of Ships, or Seamen, which have not 
been amicably ended 1n the ſame manner as the Eaſt-1ndia Company de- 
termined matters of that nature: And as to that charge, That the Com- 
pany have unjuſtly, and without any good colour, ſeifed and converted 
divers parcels of Merchants Goods to their own uſe, the Company ſay, 
T hat they never did ule any ſuchunjuſt pradtice ; but they acknowledge, 
T hat the Petitioner S{xtr having let a Ship to this Company for a Voy- 
age tO Grinty, and by Charter-party covenanting'to carry no other bur 
the Companies Goods therein, the Company upon ſearch made in the 
ſaid Ship found a parcel of Goods which were none of theirs, nor licenced 
by them to be carried, and thereupon they ordered them to be taken out 
of the ſaid Ship, and carried into the Companies Warehouſe, and at- 
terwards one Fohn Kirckham, who it ſeems was Partner with the ſaid 
Skutt, brought his Suitin che Exchequer againſt ſome ot the Servants 


im ployed 


(14) 
his Majeſty and Council; and accordingly have done it, to the end they 
might over-awe all Perſonsat their own will and pleaſure , and affrighr 
them from endeavouring to ſeek after the uſual, plain and appointed 
way - Legal proceedings for the redreſs of the Wrongs they receive 
trom them, 


6. The Datch Weſt- India Company had formerly a farre greater Trade 
to Guiney than the Engliſh; but for many years paſt , before the contt1- 
rution of this Company , and whilſt the Trade for Gold was in the 
management of the Worthy the Ex/?-1ndia Company, and an open free 
Trade for Negroes allowed to all Adventurers, the ſaid Dwtch Trade did 
yearly ſo apparently decay , that One hundred pound Sterling of their 
Original and Principal Stock was not worth Ten pounds Sterling, 
Whereas ſince the faid late ereted Company have taken place, each 
One hundred pounds Sterling of the P#tchis now become worth near 
Sixty pounds Sterling , And the Concerns of the Engliſh go as much to 
wrack, and will undoubtedly in a tew years , as alſo his Majeſties ſaid 
Colonies in America, unleſs ſeaſonably prevented , be brought to 
nought, 


7. If it ſhall be objected, That this Company doth not participate 
of a Monopoly , becauſe their Books were laid opea for all men to ſub- 
ſcribe that would ® Ir isan{wered , That their Books indeed were tor 
ſome time 1d open, But not till upon good grounds it was generally 

believed 


(WW 3 


| imployed by this Company ; and thereupon (true 1t 15) that the Com- . 


pany did humbly repreſent the truth of the matter before the K ing and 
Council, praying their direction therein, conceiving if a practice of this 
nature ſhould be admitted, it would be deſtructive to the Charter: Buc 
the King and Council mace no Order therein; and afterwards the ſaid 
Kirkham did agree to refer the matter to two of this Company, yet £9 
this 'day has not ale any application to have the ſame derermi- 
ned; and the Company now are and ever were ready to appear and an- 
ſwerany Suit he or any other ſhall commence againſt them at Law; And 
they ſay, that is abſolutely falſe, that the Company ever ſaid they 
would not be tiied by Jury ; which impuration being fo ſcandalous and 
jalſe, the Company hopes this Honourable Houſe vill give them repa- 


rations againſt the Petitioners, 


To the ſixth the ſaid Company ſay, 

It's wholly untrue what they alledge ; for it is notorious that from 
the time of the forming of- this Company, to the time of de Ruyters ta- 
king their Ships at Goree, the Hollands Weſt- radia Stock declined from 
I4 tO 10 per Cent, and was never ſince valued at above 18 per Cert, at 
higheſt, which advance proceeded from their Capture of this Compa- 


nies Eſtate, and not from the mal-adminiſtration ot the Trade ; for with- 


out refle&tion upon the EZaſt-India Company, they affirm, (and let their 
Books and thisCompanies be Judges) That this Company ſent out more 
Goods in one year to that Coaſt, than the Faft- 1n4:4 Company did in 
all thoſe five years in which they had the Trade: And which is yet more, 


tor every ſhillings-worth of Engliſh Manufacture which that Company 


exported for that Trade, this Company ſent a pounds-worth, and that 
of ManutaQtures of the ſame Species, which this Company procured to 


be made here, and the Ezſt-1n4;a Company bought from Hollaxd : So a5 


it appears, That neither the Hollanders Trade or Stock is ſo much en- 
- creaſed, nor ours decreaſed, as the Petitioners moſt miſtaking]y alledge ; 

nor can this Company be affected with any thing but what befel them by 
the War,which was their misfortune, and not their crime. 


\ 


To the ſeventh the ſaid Company ſay, | 
The Companies Books were open when the Charter was firſt grant- 
ed and made publick, as by the ſeveral Printed Declarations hereunto 
annexed doth appear,which were fixed in all parts of Ez9land, and in all 
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believed that the moſt part of their Stocks was conſumed, And they 

had run themſelves upon ſo many other great Inconveniencies, That 

no prudent Merchant, who onely aimed at a Profit upon the Stock, 

without ſeeking after indire&t Advantages from the Company in other 
by-wayes, would engage amongft them, 


Paul Painter. Ferdinando Gorges. 
Aenry Batſon, Benjamin Skutt. 
T bomas Knights, 
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the American Plantations - And no diſparagement to the Petitioners, as 
 prudentand honeſt men as themſelves did ſubſcribe without any of thoſe 

indirect and by-aims as they pretend, as this Honourable Houſe will per- 
ceive when they peruſethe liſt of the Adventurers names hereunto an- 
nexed ; and we doubt not but they will likewiſe give reparations to ſo 
many worthy perſons as by this Article are (candalouſly abuſed ; Eſpe- 
cially when it ſhall be conſidered, 

Firſt, That the Stock which preceded this preſent Stock was never 
more than 17400, /, and though the moſt part of that were laid 
out in erecting two Forts, and ſetling Garriſons to ſecure the whole 
Trade of the River of Gambia; yet no man that knows any thing 
of the importance of that River,would think that a conſumption of 
the Stock, but a moſt prudent imployment of it, from whence a 
plentiful harveſt of profit was rationallyto be expeRed, and hath 
been, and may yet more abundantly be reaped ; and therefore the 
Merchants who engaged in the new Subſcription were not ſo im. 
prudent as the Petitioners report them, 

Secondly, That thoſe Merchants who engaged in this preſent Ad- 
ditional Stock , were not men that aimed at indire& Advantages 
by it; for de fas it will appear by the Books, that thoſe who had 
the adminiſtration of it , did ſo faithfully and induſtriouſly ma- 
nage the Trade, and fo far engaged their own perſonal Credits for 
the Common Intereſt, that before $0000 7, of the ſubſcribed 
Stock was paid in, they had ſentout to the value of 150000 /, and 
by a clear ballance of the Books had gained 80000 /. 

From all which this Company doth humbly preſume to hope that the 

Wiſedom of Parliament will diſcover : -” 

That this Trade incorporated to this Company 1s 18 its Conſtitution 
National, : 

That without Forts and force by Land and Sea, it cannot be ſecured 
to this Kingdom, | 

That without the Royal Authority, and a Joynt Stock, thoſe Forts 
and Forces cannot be ſupported. | | 

That the whole Charge cannot be born, but by the United Adv3n- 
tageof the Trade of thewhole Coalt of Africa. 

And upon the whole, that theſe Petitioners Allegations will reſolve 
into this, That they being poſſeſſed of a ſufficient part of our Stock 
on which to manage the Trade of Blacks themſelves, they would have 
the Authority of this Houſe to follow it for their own Accounts, as they 
have had the advantage of the diJatory proceedings of the Courts yr oy 
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badoes, to detain the Companie's Eſtate from them, wherein the Planters 
(our Debtors) are Judges. 

One thing the ſaid Company muſt needs adde, T hat they believe a 
Correſpondence muſt needs have been betiween theſe Complainers and 
the Dutch; tor before we knew any thing of their Deſign,or betore they 
had preſented their Petition ro this Honourable Houle, they had ta - 
ken care to make the Dutc? rejoyce at the Ruine of the Royal Compayy , 
which is expreſſed in the Harlem Gazert of the 3oth, of 0Zober, So that 
we have too much cauſe to ſuſpect they are under-hand ſet on by the 
Dutch Weſt-India Company, who doubtlels would purchate the Diſloluti- 
on of this Company with a greater Summe of Money than ever was 


ſubſcribed to ſapporr it, 
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By Order of the Company of Royal Adventurers of England Tradine 
imo Alrica, 


ELL1s LEIGHT on, Secret, 
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